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Guidelines for Sidewalk Corridors 
Section A 
A1 INTRODUCTION 
 
The Sidewalk Corridor is the portion of the pedestrian 
system from the edge of the roadway to the edge of the 
right-of-way, generally along the sides of streets, between 
street corners.  The Sidewalk Corridor functions to provide 
an environment for walking that is separated from vehicle 
movement. 
 
A1.1 Attributes of Good Sidewalk Corridors 
 
Accessibility — The Sidewalk Corridor should be easily 
accessible to all users, whatever their level of ability. 
 
Adequate travel width— In most areas, two people walking 
together should be able to pass a third person comfortably, and 
different walking speeds should be possible. In areas of intense 
pedestrian use, sidewalks should be wider to accommodate the 
greater volume of walkers. 
 
Safety — Sidewalk Corridors should allow pedestrians to feel a 
sense of safety and predictability. Sidewalk users should not feel 
threatened by adjacent traffic. 
 
Continuity — The walking route along a Sidewalk Corridor 
should be obvious and should not require pedestrians to travel 
out of their way unnecessarily. 
 
Landscaping — Plantings and street trees in the Sidewalk 
Corridor should create desirable microclimates and should 
contribute to the psychological and visual comfort of sidewalk 
users. 
 
Social Space  — Sidewalk Corridors should provide places for 
people to interact. There should be places for standing, visiting, 
and sitting. The Sidewalk Corridor should be a place where 
children can safely participate in public life. 
 
Quality of Place  — Sidewalk Corridors should contribute to the 
character of neighborhoods and business districts, and 
strengthen their identity. 
Sidewalk Corridors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Two people walking together should leave 
room for a third person to pass. 

Sidewalk corridors should provide places for 
interaction among people. 

 

Section A 
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A1.2  Legal Aspects of the Sidewalk Corridor 
 
A1.2a Sidewalk Corridors and the State of Missouri  
 
Missouri Revised Statutes give cities the power to require 
sidewalks along any of the streets, avenues or other 
highways within the city (see RSMO Sections 88.863 – 
88.913).  
 
By ordinance, cities may:  
(1) regulate the building, construction, reconstruction or 
repair of sidewalks, and may adopt plans and 
specifications for sidewalks, including prescribing certain 
materials, and the manner and form of doing said work, as 
well as the kind of trees to be planted and manner of their 
care and preservation; 
 
(2) condemn any sidewalk in a dangerous condition, any 
sidewalk with an improper grade or line, or any sidewalk 
which does not conform to the cities specifications and 
requirements; 
 
(3) require property owners to build and construct, rebuild 
or reconstruct or repair, a sidewalk and any necessary 
ramps or approaches adjacent to the owner’s property; 
 
(4) provide for the building, rebuilding or reconstruction of 
any sidewalk, and levy a special assessment against each 
lot for the cost of the sidewalk; 
 
(5) provide for the repair or reconstruction of any sidewalk, 
and may assess and levy the cost as a special 
assessment; 
 
(6) create sidewalk districts, and adopt plans and 
specifications for the building of all sidewalks within such 
district.  The cost of such sidewalks may be levied as a 
special assessment against the lot, or parcel along which 
the sidewalk is built. 
A-2 
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A1.2b Sidewalk Corridors and the Code of the City of 
Creve Coeur 
 
“Sidewalk” is defined in Section 26-11 of the Creve Coeur 
Zoning Code as an improved facility intended to provide for 
pedestrian movement, located in the public right-of-way 
adjacent to the roadway, or on private property, typically 
constructed of concrete. 
 
Article 26-26.2(b) of the Zoning Code of the City of Creve 
Coeur, requires that sidewalks be provided and maintained 
by developers within the first ten (10) feet of the front yard 
setback, on designated streets, unless there is an existing 
sidewalk in the Right-of-Way. 
 
Section 22A-25 Sidewalks, of the Creve Coeur Subdivision 
Code lists the following regulations. 
 
22A-25.1  Sidewalks shall be required by the Planning and 
Zoning Commission along both sides of all streets.  The 
Planning and Zoning Commission may allow the 
construction of a sidewalk along one side of a cul-de-sac 
with less than four (4) homes provided that each home has 
direct access to the sidewalk.  Sidewalks may also be 
required elsewhere where deemed by the Planning and 
Zoning Commission to be in the interest of public safety. 
 
22A-25.2  All sidewalks shall be constructed of Portland 
cement concrete in accordance with the standard 
specifications recommended by the Zoning Administrator 
and approved by the Board of Alderman and shall have a 
minimum thickness of four (4) inches, which shall be 
increased to six (6) inches at driveways. 
 
22A-25.3  Unless otherwise required or permitted by the 
Commission, sidewalks shall be placed in the street right-
of-way, and located approximately one (1) foot from and 
parallel to the edge of the right-of-way. 
 
22A-25.4  The minimum width of sidewalks in residential 
subdivisions shall be five (5) feet.  The Planning and 
Zoning Commission may increase or decrease the 
required minimum width of the sidewalk based on the 
proximity of the sidewalk to the roadway, the volume and 
speed of traffic, expected number of pedestrians, or other 
safety factors. 
 
 
 
 

The Sidewalk Corridor is the area between the 
edge of the roadway and the property line. 
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22A-25.5  The minimum width of sidewalks in commercial 
subdivisions shall be six (6) feet.  The Planning and Zoning 
Commission may increase or decrease the required 
minimum width of the sidewalk based on the proximity of 
the sidewalk to the roadway, the volume and speed of 
traffic, expected number of pedestrians, or other safety 
factors. 
 
22A-25.6  An internalized pedestrian circulation system in 
the form of paved walking paths or jogging trails may be 
substituted in whole or part for sidewalks along residential 
streets upon the request of the applicant and the approval 
of the Planning and Zoning Commission. 
 
22A-25.7  Where in the opinion of the Planning and Zoning 
Commission sufficient foot traffic will be realized across 
proposed streets to merit a crosswalk and/or pedestrian 
signal, the Planning and Zoning Commission may require 
the installation of such signals and/or striping of the street 
to provide for the safety of pedestrians. 
 
Under Section 6-133 (h) of the Building Code of the City of 
Creve Coeur, it is the responsibility of the adjacent 
property owner to keep the sidewalk and/or driveway clear 
of snow, ice, mud, vegetation, trees, shrubs or debris.  It is 
the responsibility of the City to fix cracked or broken 
asphalt or concrete. 
 
In addition, under Section 26-82 of the City of Creve Coeur 
Zoning Ordinance, the following standards apply to all 
internal sidewalks in nonresidential developments: 
 

(a) Sidewalks shall be safe, clearly defined and direct: 
 
1. Sidewalks shall be buffered from the street, 

vehicular traffic and parking areas by a 
minimum three (3) foot greenspace or 
landscape area. 

2. All nonresidential developments requiring Site 
Concept Plan and/or Site Development Plan 
approval must provide safe, clearly defined and 
direct access between buildings, and from the 
principal building's entrance to the public 
sidewalk. 

3. Sidewalks shall be designed to avoid conflicts 
between vehicular, bicycle and pedestrian 
traffic.  Pedestrian circulation and the 
placement of sidewalks shall take precedence 
over vehicular circulation.  In order to 
emphasize conflict points and improve 
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pedestrian safety and visibility, the use of 
textured or tinted materials for pedestrian 
crossings shall be utilized where pedestrian 
circulation paths cross a vehicular route, as 
determined by the Planning and Zoning 
Commission. 

4. The Planning and Zoning Commission, as part 
of the Site Development Plan or Site Concept 
Plan approval, shall require internal sidewalks 
to be extended to property lines or to areas 
anticipated for future development, 
redevelopment, or expansion. 

 
(b) The minimum width of internal sidewalks in 

nonresidential developments shall be at least six 
(6) feet or eight (8) feet if used as a curb stop. 

 
Under Section 6-117 (c) of the Building Code of the City of 
Creve Coeur, all sidewalks, driveways, parking spaces and 
other paved areas in nonresidential parcels shall be 
maintained in good repair, free of safety hazards, cracked 
or broken asphalt, and clear of snow, ice, mud, vegetation, 
trees, shrubs or debris.  The required parking lot striping 
shall be maintained in accordance with the approved 
plans. 
 
A1.2c  Sidewalk Corridors and Liability 
 
Liability and responsibility as it pertains to public sidewalks 
in the right-of-way is shared by the City and the adjacent 
property owner.  By ordinance, the City has established 
responsibility for the maintenance (removal of snow and 
ice; keeping the sidewalk clear of obstruction) of public and 
private sidewalks with adjacent property owners. 
  
A1.2d Sidewalk Corridors, Missouri State standards, 
and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)   
 
In order to provide facilities accessible and usable by 
persons with disabilities, the State of Missouri requires all 
public improvements undertaken by cities be made in 
accordance with the requirements of the American 
National Standards, Inc. (ANSI), or to specifications set 
down in RSMO Section 8.620.  
 
The Code of Ordinances of the City of Creve Coeur 
requires compliance with the BOCA National Building 
Code, which has also adopted the standards outlined by 
the ANSI.  
 



Section A • Guidelines for Sidewalk Corridors 

A-6  Creve Coeur Pedestrian Plan – April, 2002 

Selected key provisions of the Missouri State Statutes, 
ADA, and ANSI standards as they affect improvements in 
the public right-of-way are: 
 

• minimum sidewalk width of 48” 
• maximum grade of 5%, unless the adjacent  

and parallel thoroughfare exceeds 5% 
• sidewalks shall be of a continuing common 

surface, not interrupted by steps or abrupt 
change in level 

• minimum clear passage of 3'-0" required with 5 
foot X 5 foot passing areas at intervals of no 
more than 200 feet 

• no limit on running slope or requirement of 
intermediate landings for a public sidewalk 
when it follows the grade of the street 

• maximum allowable cross-slope for a sidewalk 
is 2%. At driveways, curb cuts and road 
approaches (in crosswalks, marked or 
unmarked), a 3 foot minimum wide area must 
be maintained at 2% 

• the grade of ramps may not exceed 5%. A 
maximum grade of 1:12 is acceptable for a rise 
of no more than 2.5 feet if a level landing at 
least 5 feet long is provided 

 
See RSMO Section 8.620 for the complete list of state 
regulations regarding standards for accessibility. 
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A2 REQUIRED SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENTS 
 
A2.1 Construction of New Streets in New Rights-of-
Way 
 
All construction of new streets will include sidewalk 
improvements on both sides. 
 
Exception: 
 
For new streets, provision of a sidewalk improvement on 
only one side will be considered under the following 
conditions: 
 

• right-of-way has severe topographic or  natural 
resource constraints; 

 
In cases where a sidewalk is approved on only one side of 
the street, consideration should be given to increasing the 
width of the sidewalk above the minimum, where expected 
pedestrian traffic warrants such an increase. 
 
A2.2 Street Improvements to Existing Primary and 
Secondary Street Rights-of-Way 
 
All reconstruction of existing primary and secondary streets 
will include sidewalk construction on both sides. See Table 
1 for a listing of primary and secondary streets, and 
recommended sidewalk improvements. 
 
When the existing right-of-way is too narrow to 
accommodate both street and sidewalk improvements, the 
following steps to allow room for a sidewalk improvement 
should be pursued: 
 

• acquire additional Right-of-Way or Public 
Walkway Easement  

• narrow existing roadway in accord with 
established minimum roadway standards 

• as a last resort, if acquiring additional Right-of-
Way or Public Walkway Easement is 
unsuccessful, then condemnation of the 
necessary property should be considered 

 CorridorsA- 
Exceptions: For reconstruction of existing primary and 
secondary street rights-of-way, approval for a sidewalk on 
only one side will be considered under the following 
condition: 

 

A new sidewalk constructed as part of street 
improvements to an existing street ROW> 

New sidewalk constructed as part of an infill 
redevelopment project. 
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• right-of-way has severe topographic or  natural 
resource constraints 

 
In cases where a sidewalk is approved on only one side of 
the street, consideration should be given to increasing the 
width of the sidewalk above the minimum, where expected 
pedestrian traffic warrants such an increase. 
 
A2.3  Sidewalk Improvements to Existing Subdivision 
Street Rights-of-Way 
 
The majority of existing subdivision streets in Creve Coeur 
were initially built without sidewalks.  In this Plan, several 
existing subdivision streets have been classified as Priority 
Subdivision Streets.  These streets, listed in Table 1 (See 
Intro pages 11-16), do not need 75% subdivision approval, 
as stated below for subdivision streets not listed in the 
Plan, and should be constructed for the following reasons: 
 

• they provide access to significant community 
destinations 

• they have sufficient vehicular traffic that 
pedestrian safety is in question 

• they provide a significant pedestrian linkage 
within the city. 

 
A sidewalk along one side of a Priority Subdivision Street 
is considered adequate unless it is documented by the 
Police Department to be a safety concern for pedestrians.  
A sidewalk on both sides may be considered if a) all other 
streets listed in the plan have a sidewalk along one side, b) 
75% of the residents petition the city, c) funding is 
available. 
 
All existing subdivision streets not listed in Table 1 may 
request installation of a sidewalk if there is 75% 
subdivision approval for the request.  Requests will be 
prioritized based upon the criteria listed within the plan and 
available funding. 
 
When a home is torn down and replaced, or a 
redevelopment occurs on a street where a sidewalk is 
recommended in Table 1, easements for the placement 
and construction of a future sidewalk should be secured 
where they may be needed. 
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A2.4 Frontage Improvements on Existing Streets 
 
Sidewalk improvements will be required as part of all new 
infill building development on existing streets. 
 
Exceptions: 
 
An escrow may be accepted in lieu of immediate sidewalk 
construction under the following conditions: 

 
• the existing road has no curb or is otherwise 

substandard and it is not practicable to 
construct full street improvements; or 

 
• infill development of single-family residential 

use is proposed for three or fewer contiguous 
lots where the majority of lots on the block have 
already been developed and there is no pattern 
of existing sidewalk improvements in the area. 

 
A2.5 Sidewalk Improvements for Projects Requiring 
Site Concept Plan and/or Site Development Plan 
Approval  
 
All projects requiring Site Concept Plan and/or Site 
Development Plan approval must provide safe, clearly 
defined and direct access between buildings, and from the 
principal building’s entrance to the public sidewalk.  In 
addition to the guidelines outlined in this plan, see the 
Creve Coeur Design Guidelines for standards regarding 
sidewalk design and placement.  
 
 
A3 DESIGNING AND IMPLEMENTING SIDEWALK 
CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENTS 
 
A3.1 Zones in the Sidewalk Corridor 
 
The Sidewalk Corridor is typically located within the public 
right-of-way between the curb or roadway edge and the 
property line. The Sidewalk Corridor contains four distinct 
zones: the Curb Zone, the Furnishings Zone, the 
Through Pedestrian Zone, and the Frontage Zone. 
 
Each of these four zones is discussed in detail in the 
sections that follow. Table A-1 provides guidelines for 
recommended widths of these zones under various street 
conditions. 

Typical sections of Sidewalk Corridor in 
residential zone, top, and commercial zone, 

bottom sketch. 
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A3.1a Constraints in the Sidewalk Corridor 
 
Most of Creve Coeur’s street system has already been 
built, and in many cases the existing Sidewalk Corridor is 
too narrow to accommodate the recommended zone 
widths.  Competing needs for space in a constrained 
Sidewalk Corridor can be resolved in either of two ways: by 
compromising on the minimum required clearance for 
some or all of the zone or by increasing the dimensions of 
the Sidewalk Corridor. 
 
The resolution of such conflicts in any given case must be 
based on considerations of balancing the conflicting uses 
and adjusting the magnitude of the solution to fit the 
magnitude of the project. 
 
Table A-1, on p. A-17, shows two constrained Sidewalk 
Corridor conditions that are commonly encountered on 
existing streets and gives the recommended zone widths 
for these conditions.  In addition, Table A-2, beginning on 
p. A-19, gives siting criteria for many individual elements 
normally located within the Sidewalk Corridor of the right-
of-way, such as utility poles, signals, signs, etc., with 
suggested contingency measures where siting criteria 
cannot be met. 
 
A3.1b Widening the Sidewalk Corridor 
 
In some cases, it is possible to increase the dimensions of 
the Sidewalk Corridor, either through acquisition of right-of-
way or public walkway easements, or by reallocation of the 
overall right-of-way (such as by narrowing travel lanes or 
reducing the number of lanes).  As part of a roadway 
reconstruction project on a street with a narrow Sidewalk 
Corridor, the project planners should first analyze the 
impact of reclaiming a portion of the existing right-of-way.  
If this proves impractical, the feasibility of acquiring 
additional right-of-way should be examined.  Acquisition 
should be considered where its cost is reasonable in 
proportion to the overall project cost. 
 
In the case of infill development, the dedication of public 
right-of-way or the granting of a public walkway easement 
to widen the Sidewalk Corridor may be included as a 
requirement for obtaining a building permit or land use 
approval. 

Large spreading street trees form a canopy 
that provides cool shade and a sense of 

enclosure for pedestrians. 
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A3.1c Planting in the Sidewalk Corridor 
 
Street trees are a highly desirable part of the pedestrian 
environment, especially large-canopied shade trees.  
Every effort should be made to provide enough room in the 
Sidewalk Corridor to accommodate trees in addition to 
pedestrian travel.  Street trees are required by City Code 
for all residential and commercial projects (See Section 26-
62.6 (a)). 
 
Tree limbs and branches must be trimmed to leave 7'-6" 
clear above the level of the sidewalk.  Maintenance of 
plantings in the Sidewalk Corridor is the responsibility of 
the adjacent property owner (See Section 6-117 and 
Section 6-133 of the City Code of Ordinances). 
 
A3.2 The Curb Zone 
 
Curbs prevent water in the street gutters from entering the 
pedestrian space, discourage vehicles from driving over 
the pedestrian area, and make it easy to sweep the 
streets.  In addition, the curb helps to define the pedestrian 
environment within the streetscape.  At the corner, the curb 
is an important tactile element for pedestrians who are 
finding their way with the use of a cane. 
 
A3.3 The Furnishings Zone 
 
The Furnishings Zone buffers pedestrians from the 
adjacent roadway, and is also the area where elements 
such as street trees, signal poles, utility poles, street lights, 
controller boxes, hydrants, signs, parking meters, driveway 
aprons, grates, hatch covers, and street furniture are 
properly located.  This is the area where people alight from 
parked cars. 
 
The Furnishings Zone also provides the opportunity for the 
following: 
 

• A place for a motor vehicle to wait out of the 
stream of traffic while yielding to a pedestrian in 
a driveway 

• The opportunity to line up sidewalks, curb cuts 
and crosswalks at intersections 

• An enhanced environment for wheelchair users, 
as the sidewalk can be kept at a constant side 
slope, with the slope for driveways built into the 
Furnishings Zone 

• When it contains plantings, less runoff, 
decreasing overall drainage requirements 

The Furnishings Zone buffers pedestrians 
from the roadway and is the place for 
elements such as street trees, poles, 
parking meters and street furniture. 

Typical alignment of the Furnishings Zone 
within the Sidewalk Corridor 
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• A place to store snow and leaves 
 
Wherever it is wide enough, the Furnishings Zone should 
include street trees. In commercial areas, this zone may be 
paved, with tree wells and planting pockets for trees, 
flowers and shrubs. In other areas, this zone generally is 
not paved except for access walkways, but is landscaped 
with some combination of street trees, shrubs, ground 
cover, lawn, or other landscaping treatments. 
 
Separating pedestrians from travel lanes greatly increases 
their comfort as they use the Sidewalk Corridor. This buffer 
function of the Furnishings Zone is especially important on 
streets where traffic is heavy, yet along many of these 
streets the existing Sidewalk Corridor is narrow.  Where 
possible, additional width should be given to this zone on 
streets with traffic speeds over 35 mph. 
 
A3.3a Grates 
 
All grates within the sidewalk shall be flush with the level of 
the surrounding sidewalk surface, and shall be located 
outside the Through Pedestrian Zone.  Ventilation grates 
and tree well grates shall have openings no greater than 
0'-1/2" in width. 
 
Designers should consider using tree well grates or 
treatments such as unit pavers in areas of intense 
pedestrian use. 
 
 
A3.4 The Through Pedestrian Zone 
 
The Through Pedestrian Zone is the area intended for 
pedestrian travel. This zone should be entirely free of 
permanent and temporary objects. 
 
As a general rule, the Through Pedestrian Zone should be 
at least 8'-0" on Primary Streets and in future Pedestrian 
Districts, at least 6'-0" on non residential secondary 
streets, and at least 5’-0” on residential secondary and 
subdivision streets (see Table A-1 for specific 
recommendations).  The minimum width recommended for 
sidewalks directly adjacent to a motor vehicle lane is 6’-0”.  
For very high volume pedestrian areas, additional width 
should be considered.  
 
For sidewalk infill projects in areas with some existing 
sidewalks, the new sidewalk should match the existing 

The Through Pedestrian Zone is the area of the 
sidewalk corridor intended for pedestrian travel. 

Without a Through Pedestrian Zone, the 
sidewalk corridor loses its essential function. 
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width or meet the recommended width in Table A-1, 
whichever is larger. 
 
Driveway aprons shall not intrude into the Through 
Pedestrian Zone.  
 
A3.4a Surfaces 
 
Walking surfaces shall be firm and stable, resistant to 
slipping, and allow for ease of passage by people using 
canes, wheelchairs, or other devices to assist mobility. 
 
Sidewalks should be constructed of Portland cement 
concrete.  Unit pavers may also be used, particularly in the 
Furnishings Zone or around mature trees where sidewalk 
lifting is a problem.  
 
The surface of concrete sidewalks should match color and 
patterns within a neighborhood or district where 
appropriate.  
 
A3.4b Running Grade 
 
While running grade for accessible routes on private 
property is limited to 1:20, or 1:12 for ramps, sidewalks in 
the public right-of-way (or public walkway easement) may 
be steeper than 1:20, provided they are no steeper than 
the adjacent roadway. 
 
A3.4c Cross Slope 
 
Walking surfaces should be relatively level. The preferred 
cross slope for the entire paved sidewalk corridor is 1:50.  
If a greater slope is anticipated because of unusual 
topographic or existing conditions, the designer should 
maintain the preferred slope of 1:50 within the entire 
Through Pedestrian Zone, if possible. 
 
This can be accomplished either by raising the curb so that 
the cross slope of the entire sidewalk can be 1:50, or by 
placing the more steeply angled slope within the 
Furnishings Zone and/or the Frontage Zone (see 
illustration). 
 
If the above measures are not sufficient and additional 
slope is required to match grades, the cross slope within 
the Through Pedestrian Zone may be as much as 1:25, 
provided that a 3'-0" wide portion within the Through 
Pedestrian Zone remains at 1:50 cross slope, as shown in 
the illustration. 

Raising the curb is one approach to 
maintaining the preferred cross-slope. 

The Furnishings Zone and the 
Frontage Zone may be sloped more 

steeply, provided the preferred 
cross-slope is maintained in the 

Through Pedestrian Zone 

If necessary, the Through Pedestrian 
Zone may contain slopes up to 1:25, 

provided a 3’-0” wide area with a 
cross slope of no more than 1:50 is 

maintained within the zone. 
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A3.5 The Frontage Zone 
 
The Frontage Zone is the area between the Through 
Pedestrian Zone and the property line.  This zone allows 
pedestrians a comfortable "shy" distance from the building 
fronts, in areas where buildings are at the lot line, or from 
elements such as fences and hedges on private property. 
 
Where no Furnishings Zone exists, elements that would 
normally be sited in that zone, such as transit shelters and 
benches, telephone kiosks, signal and street lighting poles 
and controller boxes, traffic and parking signs, and utility 
poles, may occupy the Frontage Zone.  In some cases, 
easements or additional right-of-way may be required to 
allow for these items. In some land-use zones, building 
closer to the right-of-way line is encouraged to provide a 
pedestrian-friendly streetscape. In these zones (which 
include CB and MX) these elements should not be sited in 
the Frontage Zone, as they could block access to an 
existing or future building. 
 
A3.5a Adjacent Parking Lots 
 
In existing parking lots, where there is no landscaping 
between parked vehicles and the right-of-way, wheel stops 
or other means such as walls or fences should be used to 
prevent parked vehicles from overhanging into the 
Frontage Zone. 
 
The Frontage Zone must be landscaped unless it is paved. 
In new parking lots where landscaping is required, 
landscaping in the public right-of-way will not count toward 
the minimum required landscaped area for the parking lot, 
which must be located on private property.  
 
 
A3.6 Driveways 
 
A3.6a Driveway Aprons 
 
Wherever possible, driveway aprons shall not intrude into 
the Through Pedestrian Zone. 
 
A3.6b Preferred Driveway Condition in Sidewalk 
Corridors 
 
In the preferred condition, the Through Pedestrian Zone is 
maintained at the sidewalk cross slope of 1:50 across the 
entire driveway.  The sloped portion of the driveway apron 

Temporary uses such as sidewalk cafes may 
occupy the Frontage Zone, providing the 
Through Pedestrian Zone remains clear. 
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is located entirely within the Furnishings Zone and should 
be sloped to the maximum allowable slope of 1:10 to 
minimize the width of the sloped apron.  Where necessary 
to keep the driveway apron slope from exceeding 1:10, the 
sidewalk may be partially dropped to meet the grade at the 
top of the apron.  This is preferred to extending the sloped 
apron into the Through Pedestrian Zone.  
 
 
A3.6c Constrained Condition for Driveways in 
Sidewalk Corridors 
 
In cases where sidewalk widths are too constrained for the 
preferred condition, a “dropped driveway” may be used to 
meet ADA requirements.  Typically, this design will be 
appropriate only where the Sidewalk Corridor width is less 
than 8'-0".  The sidewalk scoring grid should be continued 
across the driveway in the Through Pedestrian Zone. 
 
An alternate approach to the constrained condition is to 
provide a bypass walk at the top of the driveway.  
However, as this results in a slight detour for the 
pedestrian, designers should consider this option only 
where there are problems with the dropped driveway, such 
as steep grades, or where the dropped driveway results in 
stormwater drainage problems like puddling or drainage 
onto private property.  
 
A3.7 High Speed Corridors 
 
Sidewalks must not be placed directly adjacent to a high 
speed travel lane (45 MPH and above). Acceptable buffers 
include a planting strip, a shoulder barrier, a parking lane, 
or a bike lane. 
 
 
A3.8 Bridges 
 
Sidewalk design on bridges needs special attention to 
placement, width, and separation from automobile traffic 
for pedestrian safety. 
 
 
3.9 Bus Stops 
 
ADA requires an 8-foot by 5 foot landing pad at bus 
entrances and exits. To avoid the choppy effect this 
creates at permanent bus stop locations in commercial 
areas, it may be preferable to construct a continuous 8 foot 
wide sidewalk the length of the bus stop, or at least to the 
front and rear bus doors. 
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Sidewalk Corridors should contribute to the character of neighborhoods and 
business districts, and strengthen their identity. 
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TABLE A-1: 
RECOMMENDED WIDTHS FOR SIDEWALK CORRIDOR 
 

Sidewalk 
Corridor Application Recommended Configuration 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                      Β                Α 
                 
Curb Zone “A” Furnishings 

Zone “B” 

Through 
Pedestrian Zone 

“C” 

Frontage 
Zone “D” 

 
 
 

15’-0” 
 

 
 
 
Recommended in Pedestrian 
Districts, and on Primary Streets 
where ROW width is 80’-0”. 

0’-6” 
0’-6” 

4’-0” 8’-0” 2’-6” 
 

Curb Zone Furnishings 
Zone 

Through 
Pedestrian Zone 

Frontage 
Zone 

 
 
 

12’-0” 
 

 
 
 
Recommended for Pedestrian 
Districts, and for Primary and Non 
Residential Secondary Streets where 
ROW width is 60’-0”. 

0’-6” 
0’-6” 

4’-0” 6’-0” 1’-6” 
 

Curb Zone Furnishings 
Zone 

Through 
Pedestrian Zone 

Frontage 
Zone 

 
 
 

11’-0” 
 

 
 
 
 
Recommended for Residential 
Secondary Streets where ROW 
width is 40’-50’. 

0’-6” 
0’-6” 

5’-0” 5’-0” 0’-6” 

Typical Commercial Typical Residential 

     A     B                 C              D 
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Sidewalk 
Corridor 

Application Recommended Configuration 

 

Curb Zone Furnishings 
Zone 

Through 
Pedestrian Zone Frontage Zone 

 
 

10’-0” 
 

 
 
 
Recommended for Subdivision 
streets in residential zones where 
ROW width is 40’-50’. 

0’-6” 
0’-6” 

4’-0” 5’-0” 0’-6” 

 

Curb Zone Furnishings 
Zone 

Through 
Pedestrian Zone 

Frontage Zone 

 
 
 

9’-0” 
 

 
NOT RECOMMENDED for new 
construction or reconstruction. 
Accepted in exis ting constrained 
conditions when increasing the 
Sidewalk Corridor is not practicable. 
Note: Minimum Sidewalk Corridor 
for placement of street trees. Street 
trees not allowed in Furnishing 
Zone less than 3’-0”. 

0’-6” 
 

3’-0” 
 

5’-6” 0’-0” 

 

 
 
 
 

Less than 

9’-0” 
 

Curb Zone Furnishings 
Zone 

Through 
Pedestrian Zo ne Frontage Zone 

8’0” 
 

2’-0” 
 

5’-6” 
7’-0” 

 
1’-6” 

 
5’-0” 

6’-0” 
 

1’-0” 4’-6” 
5’-0” 

 

 
 
 
 
NOT RECOMMENDED. 
Accepted in existing constrained 
conditions when increasing the 
Sidewalk Corridor width is not 
practicable. 

 
 

 
0’-6” 

 0 4’-6” 

 
 
 

0’-0” 
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TABLE A-2: 
ELEMENTS IN THE RIGHT-OF-WAY 
 
Controller Boxes, Signal 

Responsibility: MODOT/St. Louis Co./CreveCoeur 
Footprint: Varies  
Reference: Mo. Highway & Transportation Commission 
Vertical Profile: 55" tall, typically located on concrete slab with top of box at 
about 5'- 10” 
Siting Criteria: Sited so electrician can see the signals from the controller box, 
and parallel to walkway. Centered in Furnishings Zone when zone is 3'-0" wide or 
greater. 
If the Siting Criteria can't be met, consider: 
• Placing at back of walk, on acquired R.O.W. or easement if necessary, 

provided there is no building there and zoning does not permit or require 
future building at the right-of-way line. 

• Where a high speed travel lane adjacent to curb would make parallel 
mounting unsafe, cabinet may be mounted perpendicular to walkway 
provided maximum possible clearance for the Through Pedestrian Zone is 
maintained. 

 
Fire Hydrants 

Responsibility: St. Louis Co. Water; Fire Protection District 
Footprint:1'-0" diameter 
Siting Criteria: Located within Furnishings Zone when zone is 4'-0" wide or 
greater. Located behind the sidewalk with a minimum of 6'-0" clear for the 
Through Pedestrian Zone for sidewalks adjacent to curb. 
If the Siting Criteria can't be met, consider: 
• Placing at back of walk, on acquired R.O.W. or easement if necessary, 

provided there is no building there and zoning does not permit or require 
future building at the right-of-way line. 

• Locating hydrant in new curb extension 
 

Poles, Light - Cobra Style  
Responsibility: Ameren/UE for local; MODOT for state 
Footprint: 1’-0" x 1’-0" 
Siting Criteria: Centerline of pole 2’-6” from face of curb, or centered in 
Furnishings Zone, whichever is greater; poles and lights aligned along street 
corridor. 
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If the Siting Criteria can't be met, consider: 
• On a large project, acquiring additional R.O.W. or easement so criteria can be 

met. 
• On a large project, developing curb extensions for fixtures like light poles. 
• On a smaller project, placing centerline of pole 1’-6" minimum from face of 

curb where conditions are constrained 
 
Poles, Light - Twin Ornamental Style 

Responsibility: Ameren/UE; MODOT 
Footprint: 2'-0" x 2'-0" 
Siting Criteria: Centerline of pole 2’-6” from face of curb, or centered in 
Furnishings Zone, whichever is greater; poles and lights aligned along street 
corridor.  
If the Siting Criteria can't be met, consider: 
• On a large project, acquiring additional R.O.W. or easement so criteria can be 

met. 
• On a large project, developing curb extensions for fixtures like light poles. 

 
Poles, Signal 

Responsibility: MODOT/ St. Louis Co/ Creve Coeur  
Footprint: 21" x 21” pad maximum  
Vertical Profile: varies 
Siting Criteria: Centerline of pole 2'-6" from face of curb., or centered in 
Furnishings Zone if Furnishings Zone is greater than 5’-0”. 
If the Siting Criteria can't be met, consider: 
• Setting pole closer to curb 
• Placing at back of walk, on acquired R.O.W. or easement, provided there is 

no building there and zoning does not permit or require future building at the 
right-of-way line. 

• Siting in curb extension on new project 

 
Poles, Utility 

Responsibility: Ameren/UE; Southwestern Bell  
Footprint: 16" - 18" diameter 
Vertical Profile: varies 
Siting Criteria: 2'-0" centerline of pole to face of curb (1'-6" min) with 6'-0" min. 
clear Through Pedestrian Zone for Pedestrian Districts and City Walkways and 
5’-0” min clear for Local Service Walkways. Place pole on extended property line 
unless there is a conflict; other placement requires property owner consent.  
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If the Siting Criteria can't be met, consider: 
• Setting pole closer to curb 
• Placing at back of walk, on acquired R 0 W  easement if necessary, provided 

there is no building there and zoning does not permit or require future building 
at the right-of-way line. 

• On larger project, siting within curb extension 
• Reduce clear Through Pedestrian Zone to 4'-6" where Sidewalk Corridor 

(curb to ROW) is 6'-0”  wide or less 
 
 

Post Office Box, Collections Box 
Responsibility: U.S. Postal Service  
Footprint: 1’-8" x 1'-8" 
Siting Criteria: Centered in Furnishings Zone when zone is 2’-0" wide or greater. 

 
 

Post Office Box, Neighborhood Delivery and 
Collection Box Unit (NDCBU) 

Responsibility: U.S. Postal Service  
Footprint: 1’-3" to 2'-4" width, 2'-0" depth on 0'-6" x 1’-0" pedestal 
Siting Criteria: Street face of unit flush with face of curb.  
If the Siting Criteria can't be met, consider:  
• Securing additional R.O.W. or easement to achieve minimum clearance  
• Setting NDCBU into building wall.  
• Placing in curb extension 

 
Signs, Parking 

Responsibility: MODOT; St. Louis Co.; Creve Coeur 
Footprint: 0'-2 1/2" diameter support, signs 1’-0" wide  
Vertical Profile: Top of sign 5’-0" above sidewalk 
Siting Criteria: 
1. Use existing sign post, utility pole, or meter post if possible for sign placement. 
2. For new posts, centerline of post 1’ - 6" from face of curb, top of sign at 5’-0" 
above sidewalk. 
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If the Siting Criteria can't be met, consider: 

• For sidewalks less than 5’-O" wide, placing parking sign at back of walk in 
Frontage Zone or on building face 

 
Signs, Street 

Responsibility: MODOT; ST. Louis Co.; Creve Coeur 
Footprint: 0'-2 1/2" diameter support  
Vertical Profile: Bottom of sign typically 7’-0” above sidewalk or roadway 
Siting Criteria: Within the Furnishings Zone if zone is 3'-0" wide or greater. 
If the Siting Criteria can't be met, consider: 
• Placing signs at back of walk 
• Mounting signs on building under agreement from owner 

 
 

Signs, Traffic 
Responsibility: MODOT; St. Louis Co.; Creve Coeur 
Reference: Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices 
Footprint Traffic Control: Support 0'-2 1/2" diam., signs vary to 2'-6". Directional: 
Varies  
Vertical Profile: Bottom of sign typically 7’-0" above sidewalk or roadway 
Siting Criteria: Support located in Furnishings Zone with street edge of sign 
1'-0" from face of curb when zone is 3'-0" wide or greater. 
If the Siting Criteria can't be met, consider: 
• Flag mount traffic signs with support closer to curb than centerline of sign in 

order to maintain Through Pedestrian Zone 
• Placing traffic sign at back of walk , provided sidewalk is attached and less 

than 6'-0" wide 
• If building is located at back of R.O.W. and there is an on-street parking lane, 

remove parking and construct curb extension to site traffic signs 
• If building is located at back of R.O.W. and no parking is at curbside, mount 

signs on building under agreement from owner 
 
Signs, Transit 

Responsibility: Bi State   
Footprint: 0'-2 1/2" diameter support, signs 1'-0" wide 
Vertical Profile: Typically 7’-0" to bottom of sign 
Siting Criteria: 
1. Use existing sign post or utility pole if possible for sign placement. 
2. For new posts, centerline of post 1' - 6" from face of curb. Street edge of sign 
minimum 1'-0" from face of curb. Bottom edge of sign 7’-0” minimum height  
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above sidewalk. 
If the Siting Criteria can't be met, consider 
• Center post 1'-6" from face of curb to obtain minimum clearance. 
• Placing signs at back of walk on acquired R.O.W. or easement. 
• If building is located at back of R.O.W., mount signs from building under 

agreement from owner. 
 
Street Trees 

Responsibility: Creve Coeur/ Developers 
Footprint:4'-0 minimum width planting strip or 4'-O" x 4'-0" tree well; 3’-0” x 5’-0” 
well minimum by special approval. 
Siting Criteria: Centered in Furnishings Zone. Minimum Sidewalk Corridor width 
for tree siting is 9’0”, with 3’0” x 5’-0” grated tree well and reduction of Through 
Pedestrian Zone to 5’-6”.  
If the Siting Criteria can't be met, consider:  
• On larger projects, developing curb extensions to site trees and street lights 

 
 
Transit Shelters 

Responsibility: Bi State  
Footprint: 4'-6" x 8'-6"  
Vertical Profile : 8'-2" 
Siting Criteria: In Furnishings Zone when minimum Through Pedestrian Zone is 
maintained;  
If the Siting Criteria can't be met, consider: 
• using shelter with narrow footprint 
• reducing Through Pedestrian Zone to 4'-6" in certain cases by agreement 

 
Trash Receptacles 

Responsibility:  Creve Coeur 
Footprint: 2'-8" diameter 
Siting Criteria: Centered in Furnishings Zone when zone is 3'-0" wide or greater. 
Adjacent to narrow side of shelter when transit shelter is present.  
If the Siting Criteria can't be met, consider:  
• Provide receptacles with narrower footprint to maintain Through Pedestrian 

Zone. 
 
Utility Vaults 

Responsibility: Various utility companies 
Footprint: varies 
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Vertical Profile: no above ground structures are permitted in the ROW 
Siting Criteria: Centered in Furnishings Zone when zone is 3’-0" wide or greater. 
Vaults not permitted in Through Pedestrian Zone. Air vents for Utility Vaults 
should also be located within the Furnishings Zone. 
If the Siting Criteria can't be met, consider:  
• Provide vault location on private property 

 
Water Meters 

Responsibility: St. Louis Co. Water 
Footprint: varies 
Vertical Profile: flush 
Siting Criteria: Located within Furnishings Zone, typically 1’-6" from face of curb 
to water service in vault.  
If the Siting Criteria can't be met, consider:  
• Locate meter within Through Pedestrian Zone with slip-resistant meter cover. 
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