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Capital Improvement Program FY17-FY21 
Citizen Recommendations 

 
Randy Bomkamp, 13104 Gascogne Court (received 11/30/2015) 

 Repair the pad of concrete at the intersection Cannes and Gascogne Drive. Repairs have been 
passed up several times and area in poor repair. 

 Staff Comments (responded 12/1/2015): City staff will check to see if this pavement has 
failed recently. Last year’s review found numerous broken sections of concrete on 
Cannes and Gascogne, but none were considered hazardous or high-priority repairs. City 
staff review the conditions of the City’s entire concrete pavement network at the end of 
each winter to prioritize repairs throughout the city for the following summer. Staff will 
have a better idea of the concrete repair locations in March and April. 

o Update as of 12/3/15: Holes should be patched by tomorrow evening. The long 
term solution is to include this slab on the emergency replacement list. The 
replacement should take place in the spring or early summer. In the meanwhile, 
staff will continue to watch this area for further spalling and deterioration. 

 
Jack Trout, 11955 Randy Dr. (received 12/2/2015) 

 Repair work on Emerson Road, just north of DeSmet.  It could use some temporary work until a 
comprehensive plan is adopted for it.  There are many pot holes and bad asphalt along the area 
and is not up to Creve Coeur standards. 

 Staff Comments (responded 12/2/2015): Staff stated they can and will patch the 
potholes.  There is one area, just above a failing drainage culvert (see below) where 
patching will not solve the problem, but staff will patch it until the culvert is fixed. 
Otherwise, there are a few things going on along Emerson Road: 
o Pavement. The City has applied for three federal grants to repave this section of 

Emerson Road because of its poor condition, and all were unsuccessful.  Most likely 
it will have to be repaved the city's annual asphalt program.  That repaving should 
wait for the projects below to be complete. 

o Drainage culvert.  There is a drain that crossed beneath Emerson that is failing.  City 
staff has requested an estimate for the design of a new culvert, and this project will 
be brought up in the CIP process.  The road is failing along with the culvert, so the 
city engineer will recommend that the City move forward with this project soon. 

o Sidewalks.  As of 12/1/2015, the City is entering into the right-of-way phase for a 
project to install a new sidewalk along the east side of Emerson Road, from Ladue 
Road to Old Ballas Road.  This construction should begin in fall 2016 or spring 2017. 

 Update as of 12/3/15: City staff has inspected the pothole complaint location and city 
crew has already placed cold patch in the holes. 
 

Fran Cantor, 11700 Tarrytown (received 12/3/2015) 

 Large landscape projects are expensive and requiring Installing. Plants are an important part of 
storm water remediation and our parks are in need of plants other than turf. CIP project 
definition should include the installation of new plantings. 

 Staff Comments (responded in HEB meeting 12/8/2015): Based on current capital 
improvement program goals, CIP projects must have a useful life of at least five years 
and a minimum cost of $20,000.  Generally, the CIP focused on placement or repair of 
deteriorating infrastructure, improvement to operational or functional aspects of 
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existing infrastructure, new facilities or replacement of major equipment. Items not 
considered for the CIP could be included in the operational budget of the city. However, 
the recommendation to consider large landscape projects in the CIP was provided to the 
Director of Finance and City Administrator for consideration on 12/8/2015. 

 
Horticulture, Ecology and Beautification Committee (received 12/8/2015) 

 Committee recommend the removal of honeysuckle, and installation of a bioswale with native 
plants in Millennium Park adjacent to the storm sewer drain located by park playground for the 
purpose of public beautification and stormwater remediation for an amount not to exceed 
$50,000. 

 Staff Comments (responded in HEB meeting 12/8/2015 – see previous comment) 

 In 2015, city staff installed an inlet north of the walking path and piped it under the path 
and to the stream located in the woods at Millennium Park south of the pavilion and 
playground.  This was the location where erosion and path washout occurred. It appears 
the area HEB is focusing on installing a bioswale is located in an area migrating through 
the open area south of the playground and pavilion. This open, fairly level area is where 
pavilion renters use to put up volleyball nets, bounce houses, tents, and hold other open 
space activities. Staff is unsure there is enough space to accommodate both a bioswale 
and the previously mentioned activities.  
  

Robert Mooney, 12390 Montsouris (received 12/3/2015) 

 Unevenness in subdivision sidewalk; inhibits older residents from walking in evening due to 
potential trip/fall hazards.  Resident has inquired before and was told it was a subdivision 
matter.  Resident believes it would not be a large financial cost to the city to improve sidewalks 
in the subdivision.   

 Staff Comments (responded 12/15/2015): The Lac du Bois subdivision is privately 
maintained. The subdivision's trustees inquired about having the City take over the 
maintenance of its streets in 2012, but the subdivision decided that the cost to improve 
the streets and sidewalks was too costly to pursue City maintenance further. City staff 
recognizes that there are wide-spread sidewalk concerns in the Lac du Bois 
neighborhood, but these sidewalks are not the City's to maintain.  City staff encourages 
the residents of this subdivision to discuss the matter with the subdivision's trustees. 

 
June Jeffries, 10327 N. Sunswept (received 12/6/2015) 

 Prioritize placing new sidewalks along streets leading to parks such as Country View Drive, which 
leads to the well-used Beirne Park. Walkers must use the street and are forced to dodge 
considerable vehicle traffic to and from the park.  

 Improve existing sidewalks by off-setting existing (and new) sidewalks from the streets, 
especially high traffic through-streets such as N. Spoede Road. The sidewalks directly abut the 
street, exposing walkers to injury from moving vehicles. 

 Staff Comments (responded 12/15/2015): The City continuously improves its existing 
sidewalks and adds sidewalks when the opportunity and need arise.  Approximately 
$100,000 is invested in sidewalk maintenance each year as part of the City's annual 
capital improvement budget.  Beyond this annual investment, significant sidewalk work 
is completed each year as part of roadway projects (such as the Graeser Road project in 
2015) and sidewalk projects (such as for Emerson Road in 2016).  Further, the City 
pursues opportunities for grants and partnerships to make improvements to the 
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sidewalks in the City. Sidewalks are prioritized through the City's Pedestrian Plan. This 
document is available on the City's website.  It lists a new sidewalk along Country View 
Drive as a "second priority" sidewalk.  At this point, however, the City does not have a 
plan to install this sidewalk. Where feasible, the City would install a sidewalk with a tree 
lawn to separate it from the edge of the roadway. The City can investigate moving 
existing sidewalks away from the street when the street is repaved.  However, such a 
project would likely be quite expensive and difficult to implement. The City would also 
consider widening the sidewalk to provide more space and make the pedestrians more 
comfortable walking along it. 

 
Mark Bremerkamp, Ladue Lake Estates (received 12/21/2015) 

 The storm water lake in our subdivision has become quite shallow due to run off and erosion. As 
the lake receives a large volume of storm water it is a benefit to the surrounding areas.  The 
subdivision would appreciate it if the City would consider dredging / shore erosion control. 

 Staff Comments (responded 12/21/2015): This would not qualify as a CIP project 
because maintenance of subdivision detention facilities is the responsibility of the 
subdivision/property owners of the subdivision. 

 
Matthew Hull, 457 Marford Drive (received 12/21/2015) 

 Both Magna Carta and Runnymede are in need of replacement or, at a minimum, resurfacing 
although it appears that patching has been done several times over the years which have all 
failed now. Potholes and large cracks with chunks missing are the norm on these streets and 
create a hazard for cars and walkers. City is asked to consider replacement or resurfacing of one 
or both of the streets - Magna Carta and Runnymede -  as part of 2016's capital improvement 
efforts. 

 Staff Comments (responded 12/22/2015): Runnymede and Magna Carta are on the 
City's 5-year pavement program. Runnymede is scheduled for major concrete slab 
replacement over the next two years (FY17 & FY 18).  Magna Carta is scheduled for 
extensive work in FY18. If the Pavement Maintenance budget increases or the City is 
able to get extremely favorable prices on asphalt and concrete bids thus creating a 
surplus of funding, it could be invested into Magna Carta before FY18.  In the meantime, 
staff will repair potholes on Magna Carta to help hold the street over until funding is 
available for slab replacements and an asphalt overlay. 

 
David Hoffmann, 12483 Meadow Green Pl. (received 1/12/2015) 

 Install a sidewalk in all, or at least significant portions of, the Country Forest Subdivision in Ward 
3 to provide increased safety for children and walkers of all ages. 

 Staff Comments (responded 1/13/2016) Approximately three months ago, the City 
proposed a change to the pavement striping along Falaise Drive in response to a similar 
CIP request last year to have a marked open shoulder for a bike path from the 
subdivision’s trustees.  This proposal met with significant opposition from residents, 
with a common comment being that the residents in the subdivision were not notified 
of the proposal.  Given the aforementioned, adding a sidewalk through a residential 
neighborhood could be seen as a benefit by some and as a problem by others. It will 
also most likely require an easement from several of your neighbors. Accordingly, a new 
sidewalk project will require strong support from the subdivision for it to be 
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successful. The resident is suggested to contact the subdivision trustees and have this 
proposal vetted through your subdivision’s meetings. 

 
David McCoy, 831 Montmartre Ct. (received 1/12/2015) 

 In Millennium Park:  1) Build an observation tower in Millennium Park to enjoy the view at the 
middle of the retention pond to afford a view of park and West County; 2) Install raised decking 
(approx. 1 foot above ground) to allow you to wander through the retention pond to encourage 
visitors to explore new areas of the park; 3) Remove honeysuckle and Kudzu, clear brush 
between path and creek alongside creek.; 4) Add native perennials (30-40) and shrubs (15 1-
gallon size) around the retention pond.  

 Staff Comments (responded 1/13/2016): The goals of the City’s CIP include 
replacement, repair or installation of infrastructure, new facilities or replacement of 
major equipment. CIP items are valued at $20,000 or more with a life-span of 5 or more 
years. At this writing, CIP projects do not include the cost of purchasing or removing 
plants. Items such as these would be included in the general operating budget; 
however, I will share your recommendations with the Public Works Department – 
responsible for the maintenance of park property. 

 
Jeffrey Shifrin, Ridgecorde Place (received 2/4/16) 

 Ridgecorde Place and Ridgecorde Lane are concrete roads in terrible condition. There are at 
least 100 spots in need of patching; asphalt crack fill is gone, rideability for children bicycles is 
impossible. 

 Staff Comments (responded on 2/4/16 & 2/5/16): Staff is aware that there are several 
broken concrete slabs and deteriorated joints along Ridgecorde and is currently 
reviewing which streets will be repaired as part of this summer’s annual maintenance 
programs, and staff will evaluate Ridgecorde along with the needs along other streets in 
the City.  While staff does not yet know whether Ridgecorde will see any concrete 
replacement this summer, staff will have our pothole crew visit the street to see if any 
temporary improvements can be made. 

 


